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original letter from or, jebb to 
archibald hamilton rowan, esq. 
Dear Sir, 

J RECEIVED with the greatest 
pleasure your favour of the 29th 
of January, and cordially rejoice in 
the account you give me of your- 
self, both as a public and a private 
man. From what I have seen else- 
where lately, and from the judg- 
ment I am entitled to form of you, 
I fear neither your heart nor your 
head, and I trust that now you are 
settled in your native country, you 
will be eminently useful in your 
generation — the highest praise of 
man. 

As to the questions you put to me, 
I can only say what I have ever said 
to others, and endeavoured to act 
upon myself, " explore with the ut- 
most exertion of your faculties po- 
litical truth, and having found it, a- 
vow it with firmness and persever- 
ance ; in the end it must succeed, 
and your own character be stamped 
with honour." Temporising ex- 
pedients are always injurious, when 
contrary to national right, and natu- 
ral feelings. In my third letter to 
Mr. Sharman I have at full length 
declared my opinion respecting the 
Catholic question. I cannot «ii fa- 
out self-condemnation depart from 
that idea. The true fact is, the 
Roman Catholic clergy are naturally 
induced to look to clerical emolu- 
ments ; and as long as the hierarchy 
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subsists, they are under a tempta- 
tion to annoy the persons in posses- 
sion. Hence the ground of alarm 
in the minds of many that the laity 
under the influence of the Roman 
Catholic clergy, would be disposed 
to raise a commotion in order to re- 
instate the followers of the church 
of Rome in ecclesiastical benefices. 
With respect to the recovery of 
lands now in the hands of Protest- 
au's, I really think there can be a > 
danger upon the plan of a gradual 
extension of the right of suffrage. 
Length of time would be required 
to form an interest for this purpose, 
and in half the time, by a generojs 
indulgence of the rights of suffrage, 
and other rights of citizenship, 
their religion would be changed. 
I own that I myself am of opinion 
that one law should be to the Papist 
and the Protestant: and (hat there 
is no • occasion for any jealousy 
whatever, as the evil apprehended 
from the priesthood aliave hinted, 
might be effectually done away in 
the fir=t exenions of a reformed Par- 
liament: viz. by a diminution of 
the great clerical benefices, the ex- 
clusion of Bishops from the II )u -e 
ol Lords, and the substitution of a 
proper payment of the parochial 
clergv in lieu of that bane of all im- 
provement tythes. Such a ineasur: 
diminishing the lustre of tlte tilings 
contested for ill great measure, vz 
church emoluments, would put na 
end to priestly avarice, and mtoler- 
an'< e : the only sources of appre- 
hension, and which must subsist as 
Ion j as the present emoluments sub- 
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sist. You see I write freely, TaXfo 
boldly, but I am satisfied agreeably 
to political (roth. All who know 
me, know wy .attachment ip.,.the 
cause of gospel truth, but I must 
declare I think the print hood have 
ever been the cause of civil disten- 
tions, m well as the degeneracy of 
religion, and is tt)e real cause of your 
present slate of imbecility in your 
.effort* to reform the representation. 
Christianity may flourish, and would 
flourish, more abundantly without 
the aid of hi hops in the Huo.se of 
Lords. I have no doubt but that a 
reformed Parliament would see this. 
The clergy see it already, and there- 
fore are your enemies. 

As to the Protestants of the North, 
I..rn\jfch wonder they should be a- 
larmed with respect tp the Roman 
Catholics ; surely they are exempt 
from danger; mueh ipore reason 
have they tp fear the intolerant spirit 
of the established chprch, but as I 
said before.if the brilliancy of church 
emoluments were 'diminished, an 
honest protestant would have reason 
to fear neither. A reform in Par- 
liament tlierefore : is the first point 
to be aimed at. but I much fear that 
none can be obtained unless the 
honourable and the wo: thy of both 
persuasions cordially unite in the at- 
tempt. 

With respect to yopr own line of 
conduct it becomes, me not to med- 
dle.. You must jtid^e for yourself; 
1 only mention my own ideas. On 
the case of ballot,. I own I think it 
would not answer ; not t yen in Ire- 
land where the terror of the tenant- 
ry respecting the landholders is ex- 
treme. 

The great point respecting' bo- 
roughs seems to me to consist in 
difib»ing tower, i. e. the right pf 
sullrage among householders, who 
by their nigh dwelling, and easy as- 
lembltng, may check the power of 
great landholders. Townslike Bet- 



fast should be divided into many dis- 
tricts ; each dis'rct electing one 
member: biitalTthts would be easy 
on Major Cartwright's plan ; or if 
suffrage were allowed even as far as 
to householders. 

I know not Mr. Pitt's idea, having 
no communication with ministers. 
The conduct of your House au,d 
ministry raises my suspicions, or 
more than suspicions, of adminis- 
tration' here. 

The Congress haye done' us great 
honour in the attention 'they 'have 
shewn to our third address; they 
speak of a letter, as yet we ha*,e 
received none : perhaps il Has beeii 
interceptedj 1 hqpe when you meet 
again, lights may transpire from "this 
country, ge firm, 'be resolute ; the 
words of Horace are strong. "In- 
vidiam placare paras virtiite reliciA 
contemners,; mirer." I s,cnd two 
motions, as they really passed, of 
our quintuple meeting, mnyed by 
Mr. Burrpwes, ' who gained 'great 
honour. 

With every good wish from, hence 
to you and yours, 

I am affectionately yours, 

John Jebij. 
Par liui/Lent- street, 
5th March, lies,,: 

" Resolved, That as England and 
Ireland have the same constitution, 
the same laws, and the same k'ing, 
we think any encroachment on the 
ris>ht» "of the People, or unconstitu- 
tional abuse ol the laws in either 
country, of dangerous example in 
the other, and paitiiularly so if such 
an encroachment or abuse be design- 
ed to prevent a Parliamentary re- 
form, through a suppression of 
meetings of the people. 

Resolved, That the late arbitrary 
proceedings by attachment in Ire- 
land, appears to us to be of such a 
nature, to'oe highly unconstitution- 
al, and materially subversive of the 
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fundamental Rights of the People, 
who we hope mill have the virtue to 
endeavour to frustrate such measures, 
whensoever, and wheresoever they shall 
be attempted." 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



BOTHMENDI ; TRANSLATED FROM THE 
FRENCH OF M. FLORIAN, GY A LADY. 

r PHE Arabian Nights have always 

appeared to me charming stories; 
but I should like them still better, 
if they bad oftener a moral end in 
view. I well know that Shacher- 
sade is too handsome, to care about 
being rational. I am not ignorant, 
that with so pretty a face, a lady 
can pass very well without com- 
mon sense ; and the Sultan should 
not perhaps have been so much in 
love with her, had she been less 
foolish. 1 know and respect these 
great truths, and shall only repeat, 
that as to my taste, which is prob- 
ably very bad, and certainly of Utile 
importance, 1 like better to rend sto- 
ries, which, while they amuse, cause 
me to reflect a little ; romauce and 
extravagance, are, without doubt, 
admirable, but there ought to be 
shades in the picture. I would wish 
reason to shew herself from time to 
time, in order to make the folly ap- 
pear more plain. 

I had an uncle who thought thus. 
My uncle had travelled much in the 
east, and had amused himself writing 
Persian stories. 

These stories are far below the 
Thousand and One Nights for im- 
agination, but they infinitely surpass 
them in number; for my uncle, dur- 
ing his lite, composed lour thousand, 
seven hundred, and ninety-eight 
stories, from amongst which, I have 
made choice of one, and here it is. 

Under the retgn of a king of Per- 
sia, whose name my ancle does not 



mention, a merchant of Balsora ruin- 
ed himself by bad speculations in 
trade. He at length gathered to- 
gether the remains of his fortune, 
and retired to the most remote part 
of the province of Kousitan. There 
he purchased a small country house, 
and a piece of ground, which he la- 
boured very ill, because he always 
regretted the time when he did not 
labour at all. 

Chagrin and disappointment at 
length shortened the days of the 
merchant; he felt himself near his 
end, and calling to him his four sons, 
he spoke to them as follows : " My 
children, I have no estate to leave 
you, save this house and farm, and 
the knowledge of a secret which ( 
now think it time to reveal. Dur- 
ing my prosperity, I had for a friend, 
the Genius Alsim ; this benelicent 
<ienius promised me to extend his 
kindness to you after my decease, 
and to share a considerable treasure 
amongst you ; his habitation is some 
miles from this place, in the great 
forest of Kom, go and partake 
his bounty, but take great care to 
believe — <-." Death permitted not 
the merchant to finish tlie sentence. 

After his sons bad interred him, 
and given some tears to his memory, 
they hastened to gain the great forest 
of fcom. The abode of <he genius 
was easily pointed nut to them. 
Alzim was known over all the coun- 
try. All persons were received with 
kindness by him ; he listened to 
complaints, often d consolation, and 
even gave money to his visitors 
when necessary. These favours, 
however, were only granted on one 
condition, namely, that those on 
whom thev were conferred, should 
implicity follow his counsel ; nor 
were they admitted into his palace 
till after "hiving taken an oath to this 
effect. This oath frightened not tli«s 
three eldest sons of the tntrfhant, 
but His yOJ 'gesi, who was named 



